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artist who leads the best life. For what is art without the back-
ground and setting of a worthy life? An art is to be valued only
when it ennobles life. I object emphatically only when people
say that art is everything, that it does not matter even if life has
to be held subservient to its (i.e., art's) fulfilment. I have then
to say that my values are different, that is all. But fancy people
saying that I am opposed to all arts on that account!
The Bombay Chronicle, 5-2-1924
100.   INTERVIEW TO "TUGA DHARMA"*
[Before February 5, 1924]
Dr. Surnant enquired of Mahatmaji how it was that such a disease could
attack a man like him who was self-restricted sanyami. Mahatmaji replied
that though he was moderate in food for many years, he had not yet been
abstemious as he ought to have been. Mahatmaji said:
I am sure that my body does not need much food. In fact,
very little food is required when one has to undergo mental work
and a good deal of concentration. Perhaps my weight might have
been decreased by being abstemious. But my body would have
been surely improved.
Mahatmaji was of opinion that there was no necessity of pulse as food
for those who were used to brain work. As regards the amelioration of the
depressed classes, Mahatmaji expressed the necessity of working in the villages
by encamping there. He did not at all believe the rumour that there was a
depression in the workers of Gujarat.
In a further conversation Mahatmaji said :
I have plunged into politics simply in search of Truth. When
I went to jail, I had fixed my programme for full six years. I have
dictated a little about South Africa to Indulal, but my thoughts
about the Gita are still to be dictated and I want to show how
to epitomize the Mahabharata. I also think of writing my auto-
biography. Still I have to do much.
On Dr. Sumant commenting on the new Labour Government in England
by saying that there were still people who hoped to get sweets from the Labour
Government, Mahatmaji answered with a rather grave voice:
People do not leave off the hope of getting help from outside.
Who can give swaraj? We have to take it. What about the
1 Dr. Sumant Mehta, editor of the Gujarati magazine published from
Ahmedabad, called on Gandhiji at the Sassoon Hospital before release.